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"The Winds Are Ablowin'"
Address by
William B. Arthur
Executive Director
National News Council
Luncheon Meeting
New York Chapter
Public Relations Society of America
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel
New York, N.Y.
February 13, 1974

I often have wondered what would have happened to the
course of history if ...
It was early in the evening of July 16, 1945.

As an Army

officer, I was serving a night duty stint in the Press Branch
of the War Department Bureau of Public Relations in the Pentagon
in Washington.
~he

Associated Press called.
~eport

"We have a
deskman said.

out of Santa Fe, New Mexico," an AP

"Early this morning, a flash of light was observed

in the sky, and some windows were broken in homes and buildings
in Santa Fe.
you can, may

Can you tell me what may have caused this, and if
~he

AP service the story on its national wire?"

Our nation was still at war, and a voluntary censorship
code was in operation.
Several hours later, after several telephone calls, I was
authorized to tell the Associated Press that "An explosion and
fire occurred early today in an ammunition dump at Alamogordo
Army Air

Forc~

under control.

Base in New Mexico.

The . fire was brought quickly

There were no casualties.

You are authorized to

place this on the national wire."
1 often have wondered what would have happened to the
course of history if the event that occurred at 5:30 A.M. on
that day -- the firing of the world's first atomic bomb -- had
been made known at that time to the American people, and to
the people of Japan.

-2Three weeks later, an atomic bomb was dropped over Hiroshima.
I tell this story today to make a point: That the truth,
no matter

"lOW

difficult it may be at times to tell, has within

itself the power to dramatically change the course of history.
We live today in an era in which the truth is catching up
with us.

It is becoming increasingly difficult to hide.

Indeed, it is becoming increasingly apparent that to hide the
truth is to court disaster.
We are witnessing -- borrowing a phrase from Adlai Stevenson
the "rising expectations" of a public that has raised its sights
on what it expects from the institutions that serve it.

And,

in raising its sights, it has found its institutions lacking.
It is no accident that between 1965 and 1973 the degree of
the public's confidence in its institutions has, with rare
exceptions, diminished.

A look at a recent Harris poll provides

the evidence.
From 1965 to 1973, confidence of the public in the institution of medicine fell from 72 peicent to 57 percent.
Confidence in higher educational institutions fell from

61 percent to 44 percent; in the military from 62 percent to
40 percent; organized religion from 41 to 36 percent; in the
United States Supreme Court from 51 to 33 percent; in the

u.s.

Senate from 42 to 30; in major companies from 55 to 29; in the
House of Representatives from 42 to 29; in organized labor from
22 to 20; and in the Executive Branch of the Government from

41 to 19.
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that up to now I have made no references

to the media.

have done this intentionally.
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news.
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T. Agnew

,

members of the

had convinced a
was
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harsh

that "bad news" was weakening the
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II
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news diet"
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to have a night club act
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..
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2. To two young

of
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Post who
the open,

of
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and news
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TV

involving access and

s threat
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British Press
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space, as well as
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of a
in Great
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In 1953, public

of the

to propose a

press induced some

council to monitor the press.

may be sure, got the

and journalists, who until

of

had been reluctant to set up an
Royal

That, you

council proposed by a

1949.
The

f stated aims of the

freedom of

Press Council are to preserve

press, to

about the conduct of the

press and the conduct of persons and
to keep under scrutiny

toward the press, anc

to

of

access to

public
These,
here in

a

of the National News Council

essence, are the obj

year after a lengthy study by
force brought together by the Twentieth

In

Fund.

task force

"Editors and publishers may
public
than preserve
, however, is the

lity; some even
freedom.
to make

that a

council
that it might

The core of

o..;vUH\....J..l

more secure by-

-8providing an independent forum for debate about media
v~u«~ .. ~=,

so that

debate need not take place in govern-

ment hearing rooms or on the political campaign
Force

The

government should not be involved

the evaluation of press
But

"

task force

that the public, to

the press,

need an

could

body

news stories and that could

hear its complaints about
make a

1

the accuracy and

the

stories complained of.

Nor was there a body that could
press

and assess
of

Is and pressure groups.

Council could provide
this work,

A

News

task

that

a

or wire

news --

newspapers and magaz

the national televis
I

To do

vehicle for such assessments.

its investigations to the major national

Last

by

and

the Council was

shed, using

Twentieth Century Fund, the John and
other

No
agency_
members no owner or
suppl

The Council may have
of any of the

of news, nor any government of

It is made up of

ial.

and six persons

with the broadcast and print
s former
Roger J. Traynor; the

Markle Foundation
may be

any government or
among

from

Its membership

the
of

La~

Court,
of New York

-9-

Robert B. _______ ... ; the

of the Children's Television

Joan Ganz Cooney; a former

WCtr~~s110P,

for Public
~~·uH.Ql

of the

, Thomas B. Curtis; the

Council of

Women,

of the

Height;

a former

U.s. Senator from Tennessee, Albert Gore.
The
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we
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news.
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II

fair reporting of

as

We
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's
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Nor

of

11 t.he counc1l answer all
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the criticisms voiced today by the public and politicians.
It will, however, earnestly seek to find the truth in whatever
complalnts and studies it undertakes.
Last Sunday, I attended a youth service at a church in
Larchmont, New York.

Three young people, in their teens,

took turns at occupying the pulpit.
trust, of hope.

They spoke of love, of

They called their brief talks sermonettes.

They spoke of their dreams; their dreams of the future.

And

they sang:
"What makes a dream rise in some imprisoned soul
A dream that lights a world of darkness and despair?
What makes a dream rise? Well, it's enough to know
That there are winds and dreams and love blooms anywhere."
"Give us the-truth, " . one of them said.
"Rising expectations!

"We ask no less."

II

Certainly, as these young people attest, we shall never
again live in a world where the truth can be so easily, and
disastrously submerged, as it has been in the past, by expediency.
The truth is expected of you here today.

Indeed, it is

demanded, not by a National News Council, which can only
request, but by a public -- and young people -- fed up
with mockery and sham.

And those who fail to heed this demand

simply are not listening to the winds that are ablowin'.

